The journey toward meaningful, sustainable assessment of student learning remains ongoing and incomplete. Among their legacies, the accountability initiatives of state legislatures and the US Department of Education fostered a determined resistance on the part of many higher education faculty members at all levels and in all geographic settings. Of course, such initiatives remain active and at least equally determined. Yet they are increasingly encountering a new generation of professors and administrators who share the established skepticism of efforts that seem to start with an assumption of ineffectiveness, but do so from a perspective that appreciates the value of outcomes assessment. Rather than merely "circle the wagons" in defense, academic professionals inside and beyond the classroom are patiently building assessment processes that help professors, departments, and institutions to better understand the dynamics of teaching and learning. In contrast to the reporting "snapshots" that have characterized accountability studies, their work seeks to establish more substantive patterns of student performance over time.
